
RollNo. 

tt.E / B.Tech.(Fnll Time) D E G R E E EXAMINATION, A P R I L / M A Y 2011 

S E M E S T E R II 

HS 9161 T E C H N I C A L E N G L I S H I I 

Regulation 2008 

( Common to all Constituent Colleges) 

Tirne: 3 hours Max. rfiarks:100 

P A R T A 10X2=20 

A n s w e r al! Questions 

1. Read the sentences and write the words in bold against the meanings given beldw: 

4x 1 / 2 =2 

There was an i nc red ib le growth Of the newly started company arid it prol i ferated into 
many sister concerns. The manager saw a ho l i s t i c growth and this c o n v i c t i o n helped in 
its growth. 

i) increase rapidly 

ii) unbelievable 

iii) strong Opinion 

iv) seeing as a whole 

2. Fill in the blanks with the correct prepositions: 4x % =2 

W e Were excited India winning the world cup. We were amazed the way the 
players showed team spirit and were impressed their sporting talent. This win would 
also be etched _ 6ur memory like the previous one. 

3. Write the correct numerical expressions for the following: 4x Vi =2 

Eg: a tank with a capacity of 100 litres 

Ahs: a 100 litre tafik 

a) a building with 15 storeys 

b) a project worth three crOres 

c) a computer memory of 32 megabytes 

d) a garbage of 100 tons. 

l 

4. Rewrite the sentences using the passive forrfi Of the underlined verbs: 4x Y 2 =2 

An earth quake of 8.9 magnitude rOcked Japan and a tsunami ravaged its coastline. The 
powerful waves toppled many houses and had swept away boats and cars. 

5. Form new words by adding suitable prefixes to the words given and f rame sentences 
using any two words: 4x % =1 

( Infra - sub- ultra- super- ) 2x 1/2=1 

merge b) marine c) heat d) structure ; 

6. Complete the sentences with the appropriate forrn of words in bold (adjective, noun or 
person concerned): 4x !4=2 

a) The geneticist is interested in the study of and the " 
abnormalities in the cells. 

b) Sc ience Fiction is based on the imagined _ ^ discoveries of the future 

which (nay interest young of future. 

7. Write the purposes for which the following objects are used: 2x1=2 

a) a printer 

b) an exhaust pipe 

8. Use the following words ih sentences both as a noun and a verb: 2x1 =2 

a) Contact 

b) wheel 

9. The causes and effects are giveft in two tolufhris. Rewrite them using the following 
expressions: (use ah expression dhly once) 4x V4=2 

{As a result, due to, caused by, because of, consequently} 

a) The workers were careless/ there was a leak of poisonous gases. 

b) There was a technical snag in the airiraft./ Its launch was postponed. 

c) A mild trefnor was experienced ih Delhi / The buildings shook. 

d) Greenhouse gases heat the atmosphere/ Gldbal warfning is caused. 

10. Find the rhe&nirig 6f the words ih bold in their cbntexl and write them: 

One who undertakes ah innovat ive venture may corne across impediments and so one 
should anticipate thenh ih advance. Such problems are indispensable for the ultimate 
growth. 
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PART B (5X16=80) 

11 . Read the passage carefully and answer the questions given below: 

A. One of the reasons green buildings took off in the marketplace the way it did is that, green 
building treated the house as a system, including residents. According to market research, 
the second most important drive for homeowners to buy green homes was improved air 
quality, especially when children are at home. 

B. Indoor air quality (IAQ) assaults come f rom various sources; organic sources like mould, 
animal dander, pollen and inorganic sources like the synthetic chemicals that are in building 
products and furnishings. Indoor air quality is very important. On average, people in 
industrialized nations spend about 90% of their t ime / indoors that is in their homes. 
Unfortunately modern homes can contain substances that are potentially hazardous to our 
health. These range f rom normal dust, to major irritants, such as the chemical vapour from 
the newer synthetic building materials. This is a quiet epidemic brewing right under our 
noses. 

C. Contaminants can enter our bodies in three main ways; ingestion, touch and inhalation. 
The pollutants of main concern when assessing a home's IAQ are the airborne 
contaminants, which usually affect humans through inhalation. These contaminants are 
either biological or chemical. The biological ones can originate either in the home or outside. 
Moulds, dust mites, pollen, animal dander and bacteria are all considered biological 
contaminants. Moulds produce both particulates and gases. High moisture content inside 
homes supports the growth and presence of moulds. The other forms of contaminants are 
chemicals, which include both gases and particulates. Though the sources are numerous for 
chemical contaminants, there are several main chemicals, some obvious and some not that 
pose a risk. Combust ion by-products, including Carbon monoxide from furnaces, boilers and 
water heaters can also be a major source of the problem. 

D. Radon is potentially responsible for as many cases of lung cancer as cigarettes. Radon 
can cause lung cancer with prolonged exposure. It is a radioactive gas that typically enters a 
home by seeping up f rom the underlying earth and rock. Although there are no immediate 
health effects, long term exposure to radon is a factor in approximately 2000 to 20,000 lung 
cancer deaths each year. Preventive rough- in for future radon mitigation is a simple and 
cost-effective procedure in new construction. 

E. The single most significant source of potential health hazards is f rom attached garages. 
Car exhaust contains many known carcinogens and can migrate into the living space 
through doors when doors are opened to the garage. These gases can also migrate through 
poorly seated walls and ceilings. An exhaust fan reduces the potential for exhaust to reach 
the house. Occupant activity like smoking a cigarette, combustion of gases from fossil fuels, 
gases released from building materials and gases from cleaning products are some other 
sources. 

F. Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) are both naturally occurring and synthetic and are 
characterised by the fact they release vapours at room temperature. In a home, VOCs are 
found especially in wood panelling, particle board, carpets, paints, glues and solvents. VOCs 
can cause a wide variety of symptoms from headaches, eye irritation and chronic coughing 
to memory loss, fatigue and depression. 

G. Recent studies reveal the link between productivity of workers and indoor air quali*-
Improving energy efficiency leads to better working conditions, resulting in significantly 
increased worker productivity. In the same way as lighting quality and temperature comfort, 
indoor air quality affects worker conditions. It is estimated that a total annual cost of poor 
indoor air quality to US employers at 15 billion dollars due to worker inefficiency and sick 
leave. Green designs resulting in productivity gains of one percent, can provide savings to a 
company, greater than savings from reduced energy consumption. 

H. For over a decade product manufacturers in the building industry have been introducing 
products that reduce formaldehyde, volatile organic compounds and other potentially harmful 
chemicals. Today there is a wide range of products available that replace existing paints, 
adhesives, flooring and other finishes that are much healthier for children inside homes. 
Fresh air is critical to optimal health. Intentional mechanical venti lation provides control over 
ventilation rates and helps prevent moulds. Heat recovery ventilation is a good insurance 
policy against build up of indoor air problems without paying an energy penalty for direct 
fresh air ventilation. Many of these units help to pressurise the house, slightly reducing 
infiltration and resisting radon and car exhaust intrusion. Green buildings reduce indoor air 
quality problems by providing good ventilation to allow fresh air to flow through the house 
and exhausting the hazardous gases. 

A. Fill in the blanks with the correct words taken from the text: 6 

(Not more than five words) 

i) Green buildings have become popular because of . 

ii) Two sources that spoil indoor air quality are 

iii) The growth of mould get activated by the . 

iv) If garages are attached to the houses, carcinogens can . 

v) Volatile organic Compounds are bad because they _ . 

vi) may help to fight against indoor air problems. 

B. State whether the following statements are True or False: 6 

i) Airborne contaminants affect human beings when they breathe. 

ii) Radon causes more lung cancer than cigarettes. 

iii) Chronic coughing is one of the symptoms of the presence of volatile organic 
compounds. 

iv) Workers' productivity does have a link with indoor air quality and temperature. 

v) Green designs help to save more than fol lowing reduced energy 
consumption. 

vi) One should worry about air quality only when children are at home. 



.'' involving risk or danopr i ParaGraph B i 

n) Widely spreading disease ('paragraph S) 

iii.) A substance that makes something impure (Paragraph C) 

iv) T6 fl6w slowly in small quantities (Paragraph D) 

12a) You have come across the following advert isement in the newspaper on 

2&n Apri l2u1 1. Prepare a detailed resume and a covering letter. 

Techno logy fo r the fu tu re . TOday! 

As demand for wind energy grows multi-fold each year, we are gearing up with ambitious 
plans to meet the same. We are looking for bright young people who are technically 

j competent and make a career in one of the growing industries spread across 32 countries. 

Position: General Manager 

Qualification and Experience: Engineering graduate with 5 fd 10 years experience 

Kindly send in your CVs to The Manag ing D i rec tor , 
SU2LON 
Pune -5 

Or 

b) Respond to the following advertisement that was published in The Hindu on 

May 2"" 2011 and apply t6 any ohe of the posts. 

A fast growing company requ i res / ; Projett Managers/Project Engineers 
ii) Purchase Managers/Junior Engineers. 

Qualification: An Engineering Degree in any discipline 
Requirements: Communication skills 

Able to wdrk in a team 

Send your detailed CV with a covering letter for the post applied for to 

The Hfc manager , 
SIMLEX L td . 
Chennai-2 
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13a) You are the manager of an automobile company that manufactures parts for 
automobiles. Some acids stored in a unit leaked and the workers who contacted the acid got 
severe burns and some who inhaled the gas fainted. Fifty workers wete affected and the 
condition Of ten of them is critical. Investigate the incident and prepare a report to be 
submitted to the Director with your findings and recommendations. 

Or 

b) There is a common accusation that there is a decline in trie reading habit of the young 
boys and girls. Conduct a survey using valid tools, make findings, analyse the findings and 
offer your recommendations so that reading habit may be inculcated among the youth. 

14a) Prepare Eight instructiofts to be given to the students who are planning aft industrial 
Visit to a Glass factory. 

Or 

b) YOur department is conducting a National Syhiposium. Prepare a check list of e ight 
items that you would prioritise for the successful conduct of the same. 

15a) You are a citizeh affected by noise pollution from various sources. Express your 
feelings strongly in about 300 words and Offer corrective measures. 

6r 

b) "Appropriate Technology is that technology which is affordable within the resources 
available, is culturally acceptable arid is environmentally harmless" - Think of an appropriate 
technology suitable for yOur native village/ town/ city and discuss in three pages how to go 
about it and how it would be beneficial to your place. 
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